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affair, which came off on the neighboring plantation
of Col. Alexander, in which some forty of Capt
Helm's slaves were engaged, and which proved rather
destructive of human life in the end.

But I must first say that it is not true, that slave
owners are respected for kindness to their slaves.
The more tyrannical a master is, the more will he be
favorably regarded by his neighboring planters; and
from the day that he acquires the reputation of a kind
and indulgent master, he is looked upon with sus-
picion, and sometimes hatred, and his slaves are
watched more closely than before.

Col, Alexander was a very wealthy planter and
owned a great number of slaves, but he was very
justly suspected of being a kind, humane, and indul-
gent master. His slaves were always better fed,
better clad, and had greater privileges than any I
knew in the Old Dominion; and of course, the patrol
had long had an eye on them, anxious to flog some of
"those pampered niggers, who were spoiled by the
indulgence of a weak, inefficient, but well-meaning
owner."

Col. A. gave his slaves the liberty to get up a grand
dance. Invitations were sent and accepted, to a large
number of slaves on other plantations, and so, for
miles around, all or many of the slaves were in High
anticipation of joining in the great dance, which was
to come off on Easter night. In the mean time, theinia patrol, by the relation of antion of country. He was nots he has seen and felt it
